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Conservation Update 

Wrapping up Projects at Holley Falls 

  With summer ending, the Orleans County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict has wrapped up it’s biocontrol project at Holley Falls Park.  As you may 
remember from our July Newsletter, we had been helping on this project, 
partnering with the New York Invasive Species Research Institute (NYISRI) 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE). The research project was to test 
the effectiveness of controlling invasive Swallow-wort by means of a moth 
called Hypena opulenta. The moths were released into a monitoring cage 
(pictured below) in early June. Our technicians would conduct weekly checks 
to note any defoliation of the invasive plants and to see how the moths were 
acclimating to their environment.  

  In mid September, and after 2 
successful moth life cycles, the 
cage got taken down. While the 
1 season of monitoring won’t 
change the overwhelming pres-
ence of swallow-wort at the 
park, it is a step towards future 
invasive species management. Along with the recorded data, our 
technicians photo’s of the moth and its life stages will be put to 
good use for educational purposes.  
  In addition to the project, Holley Falls Park will soon be receiving 
a Boot Brush Station, courtesy of Western New York Partnership 
for Regional Invasive Species Management (WNY PRISM). The 
purpose of the boot brush station is to clean off any hitch-hiking 
seeds belonging to invasive species. Wiping off your boots before 
and after leaving a park helps curb the spread of invasive species. 

 

Adult Moth 

Caterpillar on Defoliated Leaf Egg on Underside of Swallow-wort Leaf 

Monitoring Cage 
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Stream Crossing 
  The Orleans County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict assisted with the replacement of a stream crossing 
for a farmer. The old crossing was very undersized re-
stricting the water flow upstream. The farmer was go-
ing to take the crossing out and drive through the 
stream, which would pollute the water and threaten the 
aquatic life. By offering the farmer a cost share on re-
placing this culvert with new culverts and designing the 
crossing to meet Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS), NYS Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC), and Untied States Army Corps of En-
gineers (USACE) standards for water quality we elimi-
nated the water quality concern in this area. This pro-
ject was cost shared through the Finger Lakes Lake On-
tario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA).     

Stream Crossing installed 
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Agrichemical Handling and Mixing Facility 

Finished Agrichemical Mixing Facility Inside Building 

 This year we completed the installation of an 
Agrichemical Handling and Mixing Facility for 
a farm. In this facility the farm will store and 

mix their pesticides. The concrete floor of the 
building is sloped to a self-contained catch ba-
sin, where the floor is designed to hold 125% of 

the farm’s largest sprayer capacity. So, if there is 
a chemical spill it will be contained in the build-
ing and not allowed to runoff into the surround-

ing environment. Before this facility was in-

stalled the farm was mixing in an area close to a 
stream, which had the potential for a water re-
source concern if there was a pesticide spill. 

This facility was cost shared with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
through EQIP and through Orleans County Soil 

and Water Conservation District through the 
NYS Agricultural Non-Point Source Pollution 
Abatement and Control Grant Program.   

Before Construction During Construction 

Stream Crossing (Continued) 
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Shoreline Cleanup 

masks and cans, with a few unusual finds such as a 
kiddie pool. This event was sponsored locally by the 
Orleans County Soil & Water Conservation District 

in conjunction with the Orleans County Water Qual-
ity Coordinating Committee.  

   On Saturday, September 18th, groups of enthu-
siastic volunteers came to participate in the 
American Littoral Society’s annual New York 

State Shoreline Cleanup. Our volunteers were 
USDA employees, 4-H members, and the girl 
scouts and leaders of troop 82007. The volun-

teers were split into groups and sent to different 
locations to remove litter from nearby water-
ways. Together we collected and recorded 311 

pounds of trash! This year we sent our volun-
teers to Oak Orchard Dam, Canal Widewaters, 
Glenwood Lake, and Point Breeze. The groups 

met up at Bullard Park to receive instructions 
and materials before getting sent to their cleanup 
sites. 

  Every piece of debris collected was categorized 

and recorded on data sheets, which were then 
summarized and sent back to the American Lit-
toral Society. The Littoral Society uses the data 

from groups across the country for statistical 
analysis. This allows them to observe and track 
trends in sources of trash. Some of the more 

commonly found items this year were used 

Group photo of our volunteers around the collected trash 

 Soil & Water Crew (left to right) Katie Sommerfeldt, 
Megan McAnn, Melissa Rivelis 
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Soil & Water Conservation District  

Board of Directors 

 

At-Large Farm Representative 

John Kast 

 

At-Large Non-Farm Representative 

Edward Morgan 

 

Farm Bureau Representative 

James Neal 

 

Legislative Representative 

William Eick 

 

Legislative Representative 

John DeFilipps 

 

Soil & Water Conservation District Staff 

District Manager 

Katie Sommerfeldt 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Judy Bennett 

 

District Technician 

Megan McAnn 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Staff 

District Conservationist 

Heath Eisele 

 

Soil Conservationist 

Nikki Fruehan 

Look for the tree and shrub order 
form in our next edition of the 

Conservation Update coming out 
in January 2022! 


